ORIGIN OF YHE CHURCH OF GOB

) IN MARION,IOWA
Early in the Mear 1860 o men named M.E,Cornell made his appearance
in Mgrion,Ia,preaching the second coming of Christ,the unconesious
sate of men in death, and the observance of the Sabﬁath—day.
Who he was, what he was,or whe sent him,no one sgeemd to know, His
preaching madsfgite & stir,especially that on the Sebbath,insomuch
that the ministers of the varlous churches bean to oppose his preach-
ing,The more they fought it the greater the lnterest, So much so that
the Digciples'! NMinister was stirred wp to debate the Sabbath,and the
gtate of the dead questions with him, This made the Interest still
greater and the ministers were confounded,not knowing how to meet
his arguments assuming many heretofore unheard of posltions., Rhe
final result was the organization of a church of Jogus Christ in
Marion,by Eld.M,=,Cornell,consisting of upwards of £ifty members
gathered out of the diffsrent churches in Mgrioh,
The compact that formed the basis of the new organlzation consisted
of an agreement to keep the cowmandments of God and the falth of
Jesus,taking the Bible alone for a rule of faith and practice,
It was not long until we who entered lnth\ this orgenization discov-
ereod that a change was to be made in the orgenization that might be
a pegere trial and test to some oi' the membersg,and a tutoring process
was carried on to prepars the organization for such a test,
To prepare the minl for the coming change it was urged that a more
perfect orgenization was needed in order to held church proparty,.
Finally the orisis came. The name was changed from Church of Jggqus
Christ to that of Seventh-day Adventisets,2pd to the corpact was added
- an agreement’to ta'e the visions of Ellen ,White of like authorlty
wisch ths Bible,if not of greater suthfolty™bscadus of their dlrsct
application to the present tims,
Fully half of the members refused to enter into this new arrangement
with its new condifiions but remained fimr on the original organizatloen.
And so it was that ths new organization abandonsd its origineal organil-
zation and comract,and those who still remeined perpetuated the orlginal
one,
To those who remainsd in thenoriginal orgaonization was addsd quite a
number of pereons who had besen holding back that now came forward and
united with them,who were then made stronger than the party that left,
Following the Church of Christ at Marion similar churches were organi-
zes in other places. One at Vinton,Ia,of about a hundred members, At
La Porte a small number unyited together tc kedp the commendments of
God and the faith of Jesus and at Lisbon alsgo was a small company of
belisvers, Thefe were all tested in the same way that the "arion Church
had besen,which finally resulted in their final dlisruption,and the few
that remained faithful to their original vows have been more or less
associated with the Marion people,while the S§,D,A.Church formed at
Marion became extinet long agoe.
As soon as it was ditovered that some of these neighboyfring churches
@lung to theilr origfﬁal faith a clrcular lstter was written ealling for
a8 corference of the scattersd bellevers,which met in Marion Nov,5,1882.
When 1t orsedered ths publicatlon of the circular letter and its general
cirBulation, The following extract from that letter was published in
*The Hope of +sreel"(the infant state of the Pible Advocate),Sep.7,1884,
"We will here glve a sketch of our higtory for the last two yeare and a
half, On the tenth day of June 1860,something over fifty of us adopted
s form of church EFewsrmmemi covenant drawn up by M,E.Cornell,one of the
approved megsengers of the truths we had recently adopted. The following

ls a copy of the covenant:
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¥We the undersigned,do hereby express our wish to be assoszlated togeth-
or in Christian ?ellowship as a Church of Jesus Christ at Marion,whose
covenant obligation is briefly expressed in keeping the commandmentsof
God and faith of Jesus,taking the Bible,and the Bible alone as the rule
of our faith and discipline,’
"Near a ysar and a half afterwards the same messenger held up publicly
some other volumes of recent date by the side of the Bible,and averred
that these recent publications were of equal authority and binding for-
ever with the Bible, and urged us to accept thelr teachings =zlsoc as s
rule of faith and discipline, A portion offus were unwilling to accept
these new planks in the platform of our church, Certainly not until we
had time to test thelr soundness and fitness, The resuit was that about
half of the Church decided to receive these volumes ag velld scripture
and drew off from us,or rather repelled us from them,denouncing us as
rebelsg,etc,distinctly intimeting that they no longer desired nor would
Eo%erate our company in thelr religious meetings otherwise than as spec-

ators,
"fe now discovered that the cry for crgenization had been made under
false colors; and that while the plea of holding church property and
securing the church against imposters was held out,the real objlect was
to put the visions of Ellen G.White on the same eminence with the Bbble,
and secure the recognition of Elder J,White as the Rlatter-day NMoses, "
"As it regards us as being rebels,we bold¥y assert that we are NOT REBEL!
We have not tebelled against the constitution which we adovted,for we
stand FIRM on it yet. We have not rebellsd against Ellen G.,White for we
never sndorsed hery nor have we rebelled agalnst any of the messsngers,
for we never acknowledged alleglance to them., So the charge of rebellion
refelcts with shams on them who mads it,they being ths ones who have
departed from thelr first position,the éible and the Blble alone,

V.M, Gray
_E.F.Goff Committes,®

When this conflerence M,N,Kramer
/was being planned some of the S.D.Adventists at Marion coneeived the
idesa that its purpose wase to raise up E,W.Shortridge,who had been one
of their ministers,but who at that time wasin disrepute with them,per-
haps mainly tecause of hie return to the orfiginal faith as ﬂdopte& by
the Churgh of Christ from which he had withdrawm in order to join them
and to accept the visions, So itpwas reported to the "Advent Review”
at Batfle Creek,tiichigan,that the *tebels at Marion® as they called us,
were calling a conference to ralse up %,W,Shortridge snd make him their
minister for as yet we had no minister among us,for all tke ministers
they sent out had to accept the §8,D,Adventist doctrine,esspscially the
visions.
It had been the policy of their leaders to keep from the different
churcheg any knowledge of separations or dissatigfaction of any kimd
toward the receiving of the vislons. But affairs at ~urion had obtehned
such prominence that 1t could not be hid from others, and the fact that
E.Z.8hortridge d1d not live at Marion or even in Iowa,the publishsers of
¥The Review"™ did not realize that thekm would be any risk in its publi-
cation nor fear that its publication would lead to any divulgsnce of
what was going on in other placee, so did not hesitate to puhlieh
such report,
Yot a letter addressed by some person in Michligan to E.E.Shortridsge,
Mierion,Iowa,where he suprosed Shortridge lived, found its way to him in
11linois and opened up a comminlcation with the Michigan people., And by
its means the Marion people learned of th

. e exlistence of
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e “than Tedrned that the minlaters wlth Whom wshad been dequainted or
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pecause of ths vislone,

who had vigited us prior 1o thoir asparstlon from s cwere ‘cormevted
with' the s, P.ﬁ;Ghuroh and wore dent out by themotio npreachiand. orgenize
chu?cbmﬁ e Jesus Ghrlq* Inthe same way that Marlion had been. At Frrst
we had no minigter with'us nor ‘@id we thed lknowsof vany minister who was
hot a2 Seventh Day Adveri,so ons of our membero,V.M Gray,a farmer ook
ch@rwe 0? ouy meetinge.' i é

By 'the information'thue obtaingd wa discovnred Lhét there had beeén a
number of sea@prations in the churches of Miehigan and-othsri places on ’
ancounn of "the vislonsysimilarito thet fhich took plece in. the Mfarion Ch;
By . the same leaig we also 1sarnad that thsolichigan and Eastern Churches
‘were holiling confersucss’ already Before: we-had the hoted separation ot
Marion,and that They Were proparing to publish 2 ‘ciireh paoer: rﬂich
commenced on Augunst 10,188%35,Enos Eaton being editor of' the. first number
efter which I, g.DiIWie con&uoted lt por‘uome uima. If'was named "The
Hope oL;israe_;’pv, 3

TAfteY many diffivu1tles 'Bnd ‘gome- haltlﬁp on ThHe' wa it Tina&ly oame to
& gtandstill dn Mishigan; Oat.la;lpﬁﬁ,uxts amexi {eho ofl one:yezar and
Bén monthe, in ‘which tins %9 numbsers 140 bean lggusd,making ons and a
half volumes. Thus it was proved thatythe firats chnrch o genarats. on
scocount of the vislone was rnet the Farion Chmrch, but that many other
civrches head been separated hefore then.

During the last Tew.mertle of the publication of *"The Haps of ‘Israsli?in
LLthk&n the qua&r¢cr of the o‘wngp of the church name was discussed,
anc afver a prolenged dlscussion in ®The Hope" the neme Chureh of CQd
wasg wdorted insisad of TChareh of Jeslis Christ

Aftar & reat el wbout siv meonths the BHove of luarasls was taken up again
and published ab “arion,lowa,bsginning lay 20,18Gé. Tlders Snoo: and
Brinkerholl had qulits reosntly laft the 3,D.,A.Church and united with

us at *larion, @ldsr Willliiamm Brinksrhoff became editor of "The Hope of
Israsl® and Hlder B.F,3n00k went oul to nraach,

Thnera davafeen sLvoriss circuls tnn on. the Pacifiec Coagt calculatad to
give the, lmpeasgsieon that tiﬂ arion Chureh wes the only church that
“rebellnd“ against the 3.7 Adrﬁw,o o2 all ths churches it ralsed up.
But this iz Pfar from thie bruth in =very rarticular. As had 2lready been
gstated they claimed for themaelves to have o new orgenization,a more
perfect ore, as thsy called it, and that we who wsre leflt wore but a
very smell portion of the ,nuruh But this claim ccondermms ibself foi

if it were a very small portion the$ would not have made =0 much as
they did of the greet "Rebellion® at karion,

As Tor 2ncoclk and Brinierhoff bsing the leaders to take that few ocut o
from among tlhiem,no chureli of Christ ever came out of the Z,D,Ldvent
Chwrch, but they 1nvaf’qojj separated themselves from the Chnrcnee of
Christ which they had ur~u177nd g far as Sneol’ and Frinkerfeff

having anything to 4o wth thelr aeparstsd cohidition we hava =2 distinct
recollectiion that tuey dud not coms with us for three oy fonr vears
af'ter the $.D.A.Church had hsesn ssparated from us, Besides I have in

my possession today¥ths sniire publicastion of "The Hope of Israsl" in
Michigan and also at wariocn,

¥ These were labter given to the "Church of God Fublishing House®

ot btanberry,MO,

LThe Hope of Israel®™ contains tliz doings of "The Clmirch of Christ™ of
thoze times in lowa,Michigen,and some Eag'ern states, Anc yeht "The Hope
makes no mention of the namse of Sncok and Brinkerhoff prior to May 29, |
1866,about four years after what they plcture as the BGreatl Rebellion", |
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a0 fhied oould meti have ‘bean T hey ‘had een our ],ea.@pra t.o taka urs out,
In ‘mweshort ~time -Snook had 'penetrated -into isouthern; Iowa jand Illinois,
LI bett b from oA C sliong in Migsturiydated July 9‘,196@,%5 recelved ;at
”"The Hope® offilce lgiving the infermation that “help waa greatly npeded
nev tHersywhichidindlcated thak-the Ghureh-of. God, bel:x.avers had ths game
Togkg ficnltiea*'-trhst ghunehes in-ether plugaq had;, ewuserf the reqog-
nizing od the visions, It was suggested that anok ‘micht, vi 3it. bhem
~while on-one of his: southern tripa in, Iowa. I hﬁvajﬂaund no¥ statemsnt |
__ aoifonddgdeingosdgs nenlAst!t o i taomen (tetes
34D fﬂaua itTdeévident Ahai aniniborscf Olmwohes) e§ God Wwere: eqtab1mahad

serlnvgters-at an early date;foria staterconference was organized.in. ., .«
1o Mdssourdodnn1873 thatn h.a,s boen kept up-continuously since -that time.
At Lrom hhﬂner 4 c Long cam*-*- 10 luam.on and prea.onad 'm Iowe: B number
e Oi Y?B'arhﬁ. P - 5 e .\j‘ .. 1' r.\. (] 00 I,”- e
whctording to the mzmber'ing ofh that Gsnara‘.l ﬁnni‘eharrca .:Lt must ha.va ‘been
orgenized in 1883,end probebly sll its meetinge have, beem-in Mimgouri
od and nestly in _Sta.nberry whene: the: Bible sidvocate hes bgen printad for
frie ‘mdongict e - Tt At T‘!‘Clb&'biﬁ bhEt thel Mardon Chtwrch hast had much, 40
= Jowitly the brganization of Htho Gmera1 r_&om arenes thtxt pos E?J:E‘Jlgxxﬁ}
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